A short resumé of a presentation on „Maternity, paternity and parental leaves“

Presentation held by: 
Mr Michal Sedláček, Deputy Minister for European Affairs, Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs of the Czech Republic

After the successfull French Presidency, the Czech Presidency continues to solve opened issues.


Family policy is one of the CZ PRES priorities in the labour and social affairs area. CZ PRES will continue negotiations on the revision of Directive 92/85 EEC, which has a high priority for us.

Maternity leave is an important element of safety and health protection at work of pregnant employees or employees short after the delivery. The aim of the revision proposal is to improve the protection of such employees.

A session of the Working party on Social Questions on which this issue will be debated is planned to take place on 3rd February 2009. After identification of the main problematic points another Working Party session will be to take place within several weeks after the above-mentioned session.

CZ PRES will also negotiate the dossier with the European Parliament.

CZ PRES will prepare a discussion of the Ministers for the March EPSCO Council. CZ PRES would like to reach general approach or possibly political consensus during the June EPSCO Council.

